15 February 2016

Residents Celebrate 2 Years of Lockouts
On the 2nd anniversary of the introduction into Kings Cross of a suite of measures to
combat alcohol fuelled violence, including a moderate reduction in trading hours to last
drinks at 3am and a “lockout” provision at 1.30am, Kings Cross based 2011 Residents
Association has sent a letter of thanks to Premier Mike Baird for his government’s
leadership on the issue and urged the Premier to retain the reforms of 2014.
“Residents have consistently told us they love the improved residential amenity that
resulted from the introduction of the 2014 measures and want the reforms retained. Given
the near saturation media blitz conducted by the cash-rich alcohol lobby over the last few
weeks, we want the Premier to know the measures introduced have the support of Kings
Cross residents. We urge Mr Baird not to back down “ Helen Crossing, Convenor of 2011
Residents Association said.
~ENDS~

See attached copy letter to the Premier.
INTERVIEWS: - to arrange an interview contact Helen Crossing, Convenor of 2011
Residents Association Inc Tele: 0414 223 261
For general inquiries contact:
Peter Young,
Secretary,
2011 Residents Association Inc
2011rai@gmail.com
0487-839-813
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The Hon. Mike Baird, MP
Premier
GPO Box 534f
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

AI,S0 CQPY via Email

Dear Premier Baird,

I would like to thank your Government for the inuoduction of the last
drinks/lockout laws in February ZOl4,

This almost unanimous bipartisan legislation with its modest trading restrictions
on licensed premises has seen a massive and continuing reduction in alcoholrelated violence in our 2011 postcode area. The statistics are unambiguous:
assaults have fallen by about 45% in Kings Cross (one of the most densely
populated residential areas in Australia) since ZOl4.
As residents of the Kings Cross area, we have seen the negative influence of highly
concentrated alcohol outlets in a small area, resulting in over indulgence in alcohol
with endless brawls, mindless violence, a general ambience of danger, and injured
bodies being carried away by paramedics.

Now; after years of violence on our streets, residents report a new sense of safety
in Kings Cross, Potts Point and surrounding areas. Police, doctors and health
experts (including representatives of the AMA, st Vincent's Hospital, the
Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education, and the NSW Police Association)
hail the 20L4laws as a success.
These laws have achieved a dramatic reduction in violence without destroying the
area as an entertainment destination. In the past 12 months approximately l.g
million patrons have entered Kings Cross large licensed premiies from 9:3bpm
onwards. That does not include people visiting restaurants, smaller licensed
premises and small bars. The daytime economy of this area is growing with a
renewed revitalisation of cafes and retail services. This can bJattributed to the
safer and more sophisticated envirbnment of the z0lr postcode area.

The greatest beneficiaries of the 2OI4 reforms are those young people visiting
Kings Ctoss who have not been punched or thrown to the Srouttd or admitted to

hospital with head or other injuries. There have been considerable cost savings in
the form of reduced hospital assessments and admissions and police and justice
costs. .More importantly there has been an unquantifiable but enormous benefit in
terms in avoiding the hum6n misery and emotional trauma associated with alcohol
fuelled violence.

in advance for holding the line against the well organised and
abundantly financed alcohol industry and supermarket lobbies and retaining the
last drinks/lockout laws in their present form. Your government's action in
introduting and maintaining the 2OL4 reforms represents significant leadership
and has up'ireld the safety of both the broader community and that of the local
residential communitY.

We thank you

Yours faithfully,

Helen Crossing
Convenor,
201 1 Residents Association Inc
Email: 20 I lrai@gmail.com

